
01

WHAT IS MODERN SLAVERY?
Modern slavery is an umbrella term that includes human trafficking, slavery, servitude, forced labour, debt 
bondage, forced marriage and child labour.  Modern slavery refers to situations of exploitation where a person 
cannot refuse or leave due to threats of violence, coercion, deception, or abuse of power. 

IS MODERN SLAVERY A PROBLEM IN AUSTRALIA? 
Yes. Modern slavery is an Australian problem – and it requires an Australian solution. 

• Globally, there are more than 40 million people trapped in slavery

• Nearly 2/3 of slaves are in the Asia-Pacific region

• 1,900 people in Australia are trapped in modern slavery. 

For too long, we have treated this issue as of another place or time – but it is here and now.  The NSW 
Government admits that modern slavery is “prevalent” in our state – yet they are slow to act when it comes to 
enforcing legislation that will help end it. This needs to change.

WHAT IS THE NSW MODERN SLAVERY ACT?
It is an Act that passed both houses of the NSW Parliament in June 2018. It was heralded globally for being one 
of the most robust pieces of anti-slavery legislation in the world. Premier Gladys Berejiklian was a co-sponsor 
of the Bill and stated in Parliament ‘there is an undeniable moral imperative to take action in relation to all 
forms of modern slavery.’

The Act sought to combat modern slavery through:

• Provision for an independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner

•  Mandatory reporting of risks of modern slavery occurring in the supply chains of businesses 

• Enforcement and penalties for non-compliance with the Act 

• Providing assistance and support for victims of modern slavery. 

WHY DOES NSW NEED A MODERN SLAVERY ACT?
NSW is the 7th largest economy in the Asia-Pacific region. Nearly two-thirds of all slaves are also in this 
region. As a large consumer of imported goods, we have a responsibility to know about and engage with our 
supply chains. 

The NSW Act requires all businesses with an annual turnover of more than $50 million to report on the risk of 
modern slavery occurring in their supply chains. In addition, it requires government agencies to take reasonable 
steps to ensure that the goods and services they procure are not the product of modern slavery.

The NSW Act is in addition to the Commonwealth Modern Slavery Act. It ensures greater transparency for 
government and business supply chains and provides enforcement and penalties for non-compliance  
(fines of up to $1.1 million).  

The NSW Anti-Slavery Commissioner will encourage collaboration between government, business, and civil 
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society in a joint effort to combat modern slavery in our region. In addition, the Commissioner will provide 
awareness and education concerning issues of modern slavery and provide an assessment of the effectiveness of 
the Modern Slavery Act. 

The result of the NSW Act is greater protection for people in slavery and more transparency for NSW businesses 
and consumers.  

WHAT’S THE STATUS OF THE NSW MODERN SLAVERY ACT?
The NSW Modern Slavery Act passed both houses of Parliament in 2018. It received royal assent from the 
Governor-General but was sent to a Legislative Council Inquiry prior to proclamation. This was a highly unusual 
move, and proclamation is yet to occur.

During the parliamentary debate, members of the Government – including the Premier, who was a co-sponsor of 
the Bill – showed their strong support of the Act. But reportedly some business interests do not want this Act to 
come into force and they are covertly attempting to have the Government water down this important Act. 

So here we are in 2021. Three years since the Modern Slavery Act passed the parliament, we’re still waiting for the 
Act to commence… 

WHY NOW? 
Those in slavery can’t wait. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has made combatting modern slavery even more urgent. Two-thirds of those in slavery 
are in the Asia-Pacific region – our region. Vulnerable people in our region are at greater risk of slavery due to 
the effects of the pandemic on the poorest communities. 

Now is also an opportune time because the current state of play in the NSW Parliament is more conducive 
than ever before to action on the Modern Slavery Act. With support from individuals, business and community 
groups, we are confident of achieving our campaign objectives.

WHO IS BEHIND NOT IN OUR SUPPLY CHAIN?
Not In Our Supply Chain is a campaign bringing together a broad coalition of organisations and individuals 
from the government, business and community sectors.

The objective supported by campaign members is the proclamation and commencement by the NSW 
Government of a robust Modern Slavery Act.

The campaign is led by International Justice Mission Australia, the Australian arm of the largest global  
anti-slavery organisation.

WHAT DOES THE CAMPAIGN SEEK TO ACHIEVE?
Campaign members support an Act that includes, at a minimum:

1. Appointment of an independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner

2.  Requirement for commercial organisations with an annual revenue of A$50 million to report on the risks of 
slavery in their supply chains

3. Penalties for non-compliance

4. Support for victims of modern slavery

5. Resolution of issues identified by the Legislative Council Standing Committee on Social Issues
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WE ARE CALLING ON THE NSW GOVERNMENT  
to proclaim and commence the Modern Slavery Act. 

WE ARE CALLING ON BUSINESS  
to tackle modern slavery in their supply chains head on. 

WE ARE CALLING ON YOU  
to stand up and say #NotInOurSupplyChain. 

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN HERE: 

notinoursupplychain.com.au

ENQUIRIES
Enquiries from the media, government, business, community organisations and individuals can be directed to 
comms@ijm.org.au.

To learn more about different forms of modern slavery, visit IJM.org.au/slavery-today
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